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men and women in blue continues to
inspire us all.

——————

BIKE TO WORK ACT

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, this
week, along with Congressman CROW-
LEY, we reintroduced the Bike to Work
Act. As an avid biker myself, I am
thrilled to bring forth an initiative
that encourages more biking. This is
fitting, given that today is National
Bike to Work Day.

This bipartisan legislation we have
introduced will allow workers to use
their pretax commuter benefits for
bikeshare programs, just as they al-
ready can do for other forms of trans-
portation.

According to one report, from 2000 to
2013, the number of bicycle commuters
grew by more than 62 percent. As these
programs grow, putting them on equal
footing with other modes of transpor-
tation that commuters use to get to
and from work is important.

Bikesharing is very popular in Min-
nesota, and through this initiative, we
can ensure that more Americans have
the opportunity to get to work with
more flexibility and more convenience.

—————

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, this is a
special week in the United States, here
in our Capital, and across the country.
This is National Police Week, and so I
rise to honor our men and women in
service across our country who wear
the uniform every day: our first re-
sponders who are police officers who
rush to trouble, as opposed to running
from, and who put themselves in
harm’s way to keep us safe. Every day,
they get up and keep our families safe
and our communities safe. They are
our heroes.

So this week, Mr. Speaker, Congress
has welcomed many of these policemen
and -women and their families to D.C.
to recognize them for their heroism
and to remember those whom we have
lost.

In Kansas, we are all too aware of the
sacrifices that law enforcement makes
to keep us safe. Brad Lancaster, Dave
Melton, and Brandon Collins all made
the ultimate sacrifice over the last
year in my district alone, and they are
on my mind this week and each and
every day along with the other fallen
officers across our country.

Mr. Speaker, let us never forget the
selflessness and bravery of police offi-
cers around the country who work tire-
lessly each and every day to enforce
our laws, protect our communities, and
save lives.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ADJOURNMENT FROM  FRIDAY,
MAY 19, 2017, TO MONDAY, MAY
22, 2017

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Monday, May 22, 2017, when it
shall convene at noon for morning-hour
debate and 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

————
HONORING KBTX-TV

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. FLORES) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks made during
this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to recognize KBTX-TV, who, on
May 22, will be celebrating 60 years of
service in the Brazos Valley of Texas.

In 1957, KBTX began broadcasting
from a four-room brick studio on East
29th Street in Bryan, Texas. Today, the
studio is still located at the same loca-
tion, but just like the surrounding
area, it has grown immensely.

Starting out, KBTX was both a CBS
and an ABC affiliate. In 1984, they be-
came a CBS affiliate exclusively. The
station prides itself on its commitment
and dedication to responsible reporting
and community involvement. Fit-
tingly, the station’s slogan is ‘‘The
People You Know, The News You
Trust.”

KBTX has set the standard for tele-
vision and news in the Brazos Valley.
They were the first television station
in the Brazos Valley, and over the past
60 years, they have had many more im-
pressive firsts in the Brazos Valley, in-
cluding the following:

The first television station capable of
color transmission and the use of vid-
eotape;

The first television station to use
color news film;

The first to cover live sports, news,
and weather, as well as community
events using remote, live trucks with
cameras and out-of-studio editing ca-
pabilities;

The first television station with
Doppler radar;

The first 24-hour television station;
and

The first commercial television sta-
tion to broadcast in high-definition tel-
evision.

The KBTX news and creative services
teams have also received many pres-
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tigious awards, which include the fol-
lowing: multiple Lone Star Emmys;
multiple Telly Awards; multiple Texas
Associated Press Broadcasters Awards,
including the 2013 TAPB Overall Excel-
lence in Television Award; multiple
ADDY Awards; and the Edward R. Mur-
row Award in 2013.

I would like to congratulate KBTX-
TV on all of their achievements and for
their 60 years of service to the Brazos
Valley. It is an honor for me to rep-
resent in Congress such a great team
and a pillar for our community.

As I close these remarks, I ask every-
one to continue praying for our coun-
try, our military, and our first re-
sponders who selflessly serve and sac-
rifice to protect us.

HONORING J.B. OWEN, JR.

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise to honor J.B. Owen, Jr., of
Woodway, Texas, who passed away on
March 5, 2017.

J.B. was born in Mathis, Texas, on
November 19, 1928. He attended grade
school in this small community with
just three other students. Upon gradua-
tion from Mathis High School, J.B.
went to Southwest Texas State Univer-
sity in San Marcos, where he would go
on to earn a bachelor of business ad-
ministration in general business.

He began his career by teaching busi-
ness classes in Dilley, Texas, before a
diagnosis of tuberculosis landed him in
the hospital for 15 months. Thankfully,
J.B. made a full recovery and set out to
become an insurance agent with Texas
Farm Bureau Insurance Company. J.B.
was an exemplary leader at Farm Bu-
reau for 41 years before his retirement
in 1992.

In 1965, J.B. married Lillian Holley
Rector, known as Lil, a Georgia peach
he met on a blind date with the help of
a coworker. In their 50-plus years of
marriage, Lil and J.B. raised three
children—Richard, Holley, and J.B. III.
They were blessed with nine grand-
children, including triplets, who were
born in 2001.

Along with Dbeing loving grand-
parents, J.B. and Lil enjoyed traveling,
both in Texas and beyond.

J.B. is recognized as an exemplary
steward for the greater Waco commu-
nity. He was an active volunteer and
community member, serving on the
Planning and Zoning Commission and
the Community Development Board.
He also served as an elder at Highland
Baptist Church and taught Sunday
school for 35 years.

J.B. served as the president of the
Northwest Waco Rotary Club, presi-
dent of the Harlingen PTA, and as
president of Kids & Co., a childcare
center. He was also a member of Gid-
eons International, a Christian busi-
ness association.

Mr. Speaker, J.B. Owen worked tire-
lessly to better our central Texas and
Waco communities. He is loved by his
city and certainly left an enduring im-
pression on central Texas. He will be
forever remembered as a great philan-
thropist, community member, husband,
father, grandfather, and friend.
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